TOP OF THE NEWS

World/Nation

» Burma: The Obama admin-
istration allows the first signif-
icant U.S. trade in decades. A3

» Cuba: President Raul Cas-
tro’s daughter will be in San
Francisco next week. A5

» Campaign 2012: Mitt Rom-
ney distances himself from an
advertising strategy featuring
President Obama’s contro-
versial former pastor. A6

» Smoking: Fewer teens and
young adults are lighting up as
cigarette taxes rise. A8
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» The Queen of Disco’s string
of hits starting in the
mid-1970s included “I Feel
Love” and “Bad Girls.” C4

Sporting Green

» A’s, Giants: Impending
realignment means interleague
play, like this weekend’s Bay
Bridge series, is here to stay. Bl

» Raiders: Rolando McClain
is convicted of four charges. Bl

Bay Area

» How long’s a minute? Mu-
ni’s odd calculations improve
its on-time performance. C1

» Oakland scam: “Ganja-
prenuer” is charged with de-
frauding grant program. C1

Business Report

per share

» Record Web IPO: Social-
network giant Facebook likely
to raise about $16 billion. D1

» Bottom Line: A survey of
Bay Area small businesses
paints a mixed picture. D1

Datebook

» Bravo for Black: Jack Black
gives the most penetrating and
detailed work he has ever done
in “Bernie.” E1

» Sinking ship: “Battleship”
is loud, large and stupid, and
its best gag involves a chicken
burrito. E1

» One for two: ACT presents
Beckett’s “Endgame” and
“Play.” E1

» World view: Symphony
offers glimpses of simpler,
more peaceful worlds. E2
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AMERICAN INDIANS

Photos by Michael Macor / The Chronicle

Scott Gabaldon, chairman of the Mishewal Wappo Indian tribe, and his son Garrett, 15, survey the landscape
from Pepperwood Preserve above the Alexander Valley land some tribal members previously inhabited.

Tribe fights to reclaim
recognition, territory

Officials say campaign is just a bid for Wine Country casino
By Peter Fimrite

Scott Gabaldon is an American Indian tribal
leader without any land or, for that matter, an
officially recognized tribe.

The 42-year-old contractor from Lake County
is the chairman of the Mishewal Wappo Indi-
ans, a group composed of 357 descendants of the
people who lived for thousands of years along
the riverbanks and in the valleys of Napa and
Sonoma counties where wine grapes now grow.

Federal recognition of the tribe was terminat-
ed a half century ago, and Indian land in Sono-
ma’s Alexander Valley was given away, a gov-
ernment act Gabaldon claims was an egregious
treachery he would like to rectify.

“For years, since the 1960s, my family has
been trying to get back what was lost unlawful-
ly,” Gabaldon said. “That is what we intend to
do.”

The problem is that his 2009 federal lawsuit
demanding reinstatement of tribal recognition

Indians continues on A12

Helen and Gilbert Salsedo, Gabaldon’s grandparents, were
part of the tribe that lived in Napa and Sonoma counties.

Video’s
impact
could be
decisive

Sheriff faces big hurdles
over case’s dominant image

By Rachel Gordon and John Coté

A 55-second video showing Eliana Lopez, the
wife of suspended San Francisco Sheriff Ross
Mirkarimi, crying over her rocky marriage and
displaying a bruise Mirkarimi allegedly in-
flicted during an argument continues to drive a
vigorous legal battle the couple have waged to
keep it from public release.

The contents of the video are well known —
the transcript and images were released and
have been widely shown by the media. But
watching that emotional video, political and
legal experts say, could severely damage Mirka-
rimi’s effort to get his job back.

Mayor Ed Lee hopes to use it as a key piece of

Mirkarimi continues on A10

STATE SALARIES
Special police
force piles up
overtime pay

By Ryan Gabrielson
and Agustin Armendariz

CALIFORNIA WATCH

For months after the Agnews Developmental
Center in San Jose was closed, a special state-
run police force patrolled the grounds of the
board-and-care hospital and collected overtime
for guarding a nearly empty facility, state re-
cords reveal.

The officers were among several dozen state-
wide who have significantly boosted their pay-
checks, or even doubled their salaries, with
overtime pay, enabling some to earn more than
$150,000 a year, a California Watch investigation
has found. The state-run police force, called the

Overtime continues on A12

ASTRONOMY

Solar eclipse is stellar opening act for big show in the sky

By David Perlman

The sun, the moon and the
planet Venus will be staging
shows during the next two
weeks with three astronomical

events in the springtime sky.
The first will be a rare type
of partial solar eclipse on Sun-
day, followed in the days after-
ward by a partial lunar eclipse
and the rare sight of Venus

crossing the face of the sun in
what astronomers call a tran-
sit.

The eclipse will begin at 5:16
p-m. Sunday when the new
moon moves slowly across the

sun’s face and blocks most of
it, providing a spectacular
event for Bay Area viewers
with proper eye protection.
The National Weather Service
forecasts a sunny, breezy late

afternoon.

The eclipse will peak in the
Bay Area at 6:33 p.m., when 84
percent of the sun will be ob-
scured by the moon’s pas-

Eclipse continues on A10

Only in The Chronicle

» Stories with this logo in today’s Chronicle
can be found only in The Chronicle’s print
edition, e-edition and iPad app. Download
the app at www.sfgate.com/ipad, and buy
e-editions at www.sfgate.com/ZKFB.
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Sunny and
slightly warmer.
Highs: 59-83.
Lows: 43-56. B10
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SUCCESS

“The Academy gave me superior training, a foot-in-the-door with a famous designer,

plus the confidence to eventually start my own firm. And it’s thriving.”

— Heather Hilliard, Owner and Principal, Heather Hilliard Design, who has been featured in
The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, House Beautiful and Architectural Digest
(MFA 06, Interior Architecture & Design)
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